
 

 

News Release
 

For Immediate Release
 

 
Fenced-In Pickering Park Perfect for Dog Lovers

Pickering, ON, December 20, 2012 - The City of Pickering has completely fenced in the lower leash-free area 
located within Grand Valley Park to enhance the safety, security, convenience, and fun for dogs and their owners.
 
The City of Pickering opened its first leash-free areas in June 2010 as a result of community consultation and 
partnership. The lower leash-free area was originally only fenced along the front entrance with heavy brush and 
trees acting as a natural barrier to the rest of the park. 
 
Since its opening, the leash-free areas have been monitored by City Staff and a volunteer working group that has 
been responsible for the general upkeep of the area.  The Volunteer Working Group’s recommendations included 
fencing in the lower leash-free area to prevent dogs from escaping, running into the forest, or surprising people 
using the hiking trail.  “I thank the City of Pickering for working with the community in implementing and improving 
these much needed leash-free areas,” said Glenn Brown, member of the volunteer working group.
 
The lower section of the park provides over two acres of open green space with a gazebo for people to rest in while 
their dogs run around.   Grand Valley Park also has a smaller leash-free area for those with mobility issues or small 
dogs.  This area has a huge shade tree and plenty of space to give small dogs room to play.  
 
“The leash-free areas are wildly popular.  You will always see a number of dogs and their owners there at any 
given time,” said Lindsey Narraway, Supervisor, Animal Services.  “By fully fencing the lower leash-free area, we 
just made it a bit more secure for the dogs, their owners, and other park users.”
 
Grand Valley Park is located on Concession 3, just west of Valley Farm Road.  For more information, rules, and 
photos of the leash-free areas, please visit pickering.ca/animals.

http://pickering.ca/animals

