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UPDATE – Suspect Arrested Following Investigation into Confinement Room
 
An arrest has been made by Major Crime Homicide detectives following a lengthy investigation surrounding the 
discovery of a confinement room inside an abandoned Pickering farmhouse.    
 
Robert Edwin WHITE, age 44 of Oshawa is charged with:  Break, Enter With Intent.  The accused was held for a 
bail hearing.
 
Investigators believe the accused was responsible for building the confinement room and had formed the intention 
to use it for a criminal purpose.  There is no indication the room had actually been used to confine someone.
 
Anyone with new information to this investigation is asked to contact Det. Darren Short (ext. 5407) or Det. Andy 
Bussanich (ext. 5324) of the Major Crime Branch at 1-888-579-1520. Anonymous tips can be made to Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or online at www.durhamregionalcrimestoppers.ca and tipsters may be eligible 
for a cash reward of up to $2,000.
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ORIGINAL MEDIA RELEASE ISSUED ON DECEMBER 19, 2012

Confinement Room Found in Abandoned Home
 
Investigators are asking the public for assistance in locating the person(s) responsible for building a confinement-
style room in an abandoned home in northwest Pickering.
 
On November 29, 2011, contractors surveying an abandoned residence on Concession Road 7 in northwest 
Pickering discovered recent construction had taken place in the basement of the residence. As the abandoned 
residence is slated for demolition, the contractor contacted Durham Regional Police.
 
The responding officers observed what they believe to be a recently constructed room solely designed to hold 
someone captive in the basement of the old farmhouse. Investigators are trying to determine if the construction was 
used to confine someone or designed for some other non-criminal purpose, such as a prop in an amateur film 
production.
 
Extensive forensic examination continues as investigators are trying to determine who is responsible for the 
construction and use of the room.  The police are looking to the public for additional information on any suspicious 
activity observed in the area of Concession Road 7 and the York Durham Line.
 
Anyone with information about this ongoing investigation is asked to contact Det. Darren Short (ext. 5407) or Det. 
Chuck Nash (ext. 5402) of the Major Crime Branch at 1-888-579-1520.
 
Anonymous tips can be made to Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or on the website 
at www.durhamregionalcrimestoppers.ca and tipsters are eligible for a cash reward of up to $2,000.
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