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SUBJECT:  Mercury Spill Located in Pickering Park
 
Durham Police are investigating following the discovery of a suspicious liquid, quickly determined to be mercury by 
responding officials, located on playground equipment in Kinsmen Park in Pickering.
 
On Monday April 9, 2012 at approximately 2 p.m. officers from West Division were dispatched to attend Kinsmen 
Park, located on the eastside of Sandy Beach Road South, following a citizen’s discovery of a vial containing a 
suspicious liquid, located on a children’s playground slide.  The complainant contacted police immediately following 
the discovery of a small plastic vial lying empty next to a children’s slide and a quantity of the suspicious material on 
the slide.  The complainant’s children had made contact with the equipment and the substance prior to the arrival of 
Police and Fire officials.  No injuries resulted from their exposure and the substance was quickly determined to be a 
quantity of mercury.
 
Durham Police and Pickering Fire Services coordinated the arrival of a Hazardous Material (HAZMAT) cleaning 
company and along with members of the DRP Forensic Identification Unit (FIU), both agencies conducted an 
investigation, seized samples and removed the mercury from the playground premises.  The park remains closed 
and the police investigation is continuing. 
Durham Health officials indicate that the exposure to mercury in this situation is low-risk and does not pose an 
immediate health risk to exposed persons. For more information concerning exposure to mercury, contact the 
Poison Control Centre at 1-800-268-9017.
 
Anyone with new information to this investigation is asked to contact Det. Greg Kent of the West Division Criminal 
Investigative Bureau at 1-888-579-1520 ext. 2529.  Anonymous information can be sent to Crime Stoppers at 1-
800-222-8477 (TIPS) or www.durhamregionalcrimestoppers.ca and tipsters may be eligible for a $2,000 cash 
reward.
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